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Editorial 
(The Editor has requested that we use this radio 

message for the editorial in this issue.)

CHRIST’S RESURRECTION AND WHAT IT MEANS TO US
EADING from I Corinthians, chapter 15, begin-
ning with verse 13: “But if there be no resurrec-
tion of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if 

Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false wit-
nesses of God; because we have testified of God that he 
raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that 
the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not 
Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is 
vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are 
fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miser-
able. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept.”
 Paul had to face those who did not believe in the 
resurrection, even as we must face those today who do 
not believe in the resurrection; but Paul was a bold and 
an able defender of the resurrection of the dead, and 
Paul unlocked a number of mysteries relating to the 
subject. In our text today, we notice that Paul predicates 
Christianity upon it. If it is not true, if Christ has not 
been raised, then Paul says, “Our faith is vain, we are 
found false witnesses, and we are yet in our sins.”
 Beloved, when we think about what the resurrection 
of Christ means to us (according to the apostle Paul), 
we know that without the resurrection of Christ, there 
is no salvation. Without the resurrection of Christ, there 
is no such person as a true Christian, for one who is 
indeed Christian is Christlike. The Scriptures teach us 
that Christ did no sin, and neither was guile found in 
His mouth; but if there be no resurrection, we are yet 
in our sins. We have not been saved, and we do not 
have the power to live the Christian life. But the resur-
rection is an historical fact, and Paul did not speak of 
it from the negative standpoint. It is true that he used 
certain statements here in his reasoning with those 
who did not believe in the resurrection, but Paul had 
no doubt whatsoever. We know that Paul was bold in 
his declaration: “Now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”
 We need to realize, in reference to the Old Testament 
holy seasons, that there were three main ones: Passover, 
the First-fruits, and Pentecost. The first-fruits, par-
ticularly, pointed directly to the resurrection of Christ. 
“Christ, the firstfruits of them that slept,” Paul said in 
verse 20 of our scripture reading today. “Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his com-
ing,” he said in verse 23. So there is no question in 
Paul’s mind about the resurrection.
 We find that the angels testified to those who came 
to the tomb: “He is not here: for he is risen; Why seek 
ye the living among the dead?” All four of the Gospels, 
as we refer to them, recorded the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
 The apostle Paul also tells us that Christ was seen 
by more than 500 brethren at one time. The two on the 

road to Emmaus did not recognize Him at first, but as 
He broke bread with them there in the inn, their eyes 
were opened, and they saw and recognized Him as the 
living, risen Savior. They rushed back to Jerusalem to 
tell the others the good news. Yes, the Lord Jesus Christ 
was seen by many. In fact, He sojourned here on Earth 
for days before He returned unto the Father.
 Christ appeared to the disciples there in the room 
when it was locked. He appeared to them in Galilee, 
after they had been fishing all night. So there is no 
question in the mind of the apostle Paul, or of the 
apostles, of Christ’s resurrection. In fact, as we read 
the New Testament scriptures (in the book of Acts), the 
theme of the resurrection appears again and again. 
Thank God, we don’t have to make pilgrimage to some 
tomb somewhere, where our religious leader is still in 
the tomb. Christ was in the tomb for three days, quite 
true; but Beloved, the angel came and rolled away the 
stone, and Jesus Christ came forth triumphant over 
death, hell, and the grave. Because He lives, it is pos-
sible for us to be resurrected from the dead state of sin 
to life in Christ.
 Again, as we think about what the resurrection 
means to us, it means that the way has been made for 
us to be raised from the dead state of sin to life in Christ. 
Paul said, “You hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.” You were dead, living in sin. “The 
wages of sin is death.” “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die.” “All have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God,” but Jesus Christ came into the world, born of a 
virgin, lived among men, taught the way of life, gave 
His life and then took it again. Yes, on the third day, 
Christ took it again so that we could have life.
 Christ said, “The hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and 
they that hear shall live.” If you hear the gospel, and 
I don’t mean hearing in the ears alone, but hearing in 
the heart, hearing in the sense of obeying, it will raise 
you from the dead state of sin to life in Christ. “He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life.” Jesus Christ came forth out of that 
grave, out of that tomb, triumphant over death, hell, 
and the grave. He gave Himself. He shed His blood 
upon Calvary. Jesus died there, and He arose again to 
make it possible for us to be delivered from sin. He 
came to open the prison house; He came to set the cap-
tive free; He came to give us life. Again, I say, “He that 
hath the Son hath life.”
 When you have life, you have died to sin. You have 
been made alive to God. To 
be alive to God means that 
you’re interested in the 
things of God. Yes, when 
you’re alive to God, you’re 
interested in the things of 
God. You’ll love God, His 
ways, and His truth. You’ve 
said, “Good-bye old world, 
I’m through.” You no longer 
want to follow the sinful, 
wicked things of the world; 
you no longer want to live 
after the flesh. When you’re 
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made a new creature in Christ, you’ll want to live in 
the Spirit and walk in the Spirit. You’ll want to do those 
things that are pleasing and acceptable in His sight; 
but it still remains a fact, “It is appointed unto men 
once to die.” We all have an appointment with death. 
The only exception to this would be, of course, those 
who are living when Christ comes. All who are listening 
to me today will die eventually, if time tarries. So “it is 
appointed unto men once to die.”
 The saints of Thessalonica were concerned about 
their loved ones who were dying, and they wrote or 
communicated with the apostle Paul in regard to this. 
They were so concerned, so afraid that it would be the 
end of them, or they would be left behind. Paul wrote 
them back and told them, in effect, “You don’t have 
anything to worry about. When Jesus Christ comes, 
your precious loved ones will be resurrected.” So, when 
we think of Christ’s resurrection and what it means to 
us, the first resurrection is salvation from sin—being 
raised from the dead state of sin to life in Christ, which 
I have already referred to. But now, Beloved, that’s not 
the end. Paul told these saints, “Don’t you worry, don’t 
you fret about your loved ones who are dying off.” It 
seems that they had expected the Lord Jesus to come 
in their lifetime, but He didn’t, and Paul did not expect 
Him to come.
 Paul said that there were certain things that had 
to happen first before Christ would come; but neverthe-
less, Paul did believe, and he knew that Christ would 
come. He knew that our loved ones, those who have 
died and were buried, would not be left in the graves. 
“For since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive” (I Corinthians 

15:21, 22). Again, referring to the words of the Lord 
Jesus when He said, “The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: 
and they that hear shall live,” He went on to say, “Mar-
vel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall 
come forth; they that have done good, unto the resur-
rection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation.” So Beloved, because Jesus 
Christ came forth triumphant over death, hell, and the 
grave, it shall be so at God’s appointed time when “all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth.” “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s 
at his coming. Then cometh the end, when he shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when 
he shall have put down all rule and all authority and 
power.”
 We understand from the expression, “Christ is the 
firstfruits of them that slept,” that He was the first One 
to be given a spiritual, glorified body. Don’t think that 
it was the same as what came out of the tomb, because 
it still had the wounds in the hands and in the side. In 
fact, He spoke to Thomas. Thomas had said, “I won’t 
believe that He’s been resurrected until I can put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand 
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hand side, then you must have part in the first resur-
rection here and now. Remember, the first resurrection 
is salvation: being raised from the dead state of sin to 
life in Christ. So if you want to be on the right hand 
side, if you want to have a spiritual, glorified body in 
eternity like as of Christ, then you must be saved here 
and now, and you must live a victorious Christian life 
until the Lord calls you home. Beloved, that’s what the 
resurrection means to us.
 Jesus Christ came, suffered, bled and died on Cal-
vary, and rose the third day so that we could be saved 
from our sins, so that we could have life in Christ. Not 
only that, but whenever the resurrection comes, and 
these bodies are raised and changed from mortal to 
immortal, we will be able to have eternal life with Christ 
and with God in heaven. So the resurrection is of the 
utmost importance to the Christian. In fact, without 
the resurrection, you don’t have true Christianity, you 
don’t have salvation, and you don’t have any hope of 
eternal life. There is no question, no doubt, though 
Christ allowed men to crucify that physical body and 
hang it on the cross, it came out of the grave on the 
third day, and He said, “I am alive forevermore.” Because 
He lives, we can live, and live eternally. The resurrec-
tion means ALL to the Christian. 

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST
Scriptures: Matthew 28:1-10; Revelation 1:18; I Cor-
inthians 15:51-54; Romans 8:11.

 Matthew 28:1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the 
first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the 
sepulchre.
 2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
de-scended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, 
and sat upon it.
 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:
 4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead 
men.
 5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.
 6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay.
 7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, 
behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have 
told you.
 8 And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; 
and did run to bring his disciples word.
 9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, 
All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.
 10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that 
they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.
 Revelation 1:18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.
 I Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed,
 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed.
 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality.
 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 

into his side.” Thomas was not with the disciples the 
first time, but on the second occasion when Jesus 
appeared to the disciples in the room, He said to Thomas, 
“Come here; Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into 
my side.” Then Thomas said, “My Lord and my God.” 
So Beloved, Jesus Christ was resurrected, and He 
received a glorified body. When did Jesus receive the 
glorified body? Some time between the time the cloud 
received Him out of the disciples’ sight and the time 
that He sat down on the right hand of the Father. You 
see, you cannot see a spirit with the natural eye.
 In the resurrection, when our mortal bodies shall 
be changed from mortal to immortal, we shall be given 
a spiritual body, which cannot be seen with the literal 
eyes. So Jesus Christ continued in a physical form until 
He returned to the Father. Nevertheless, “Christ is the 
firstfruits of them that slept.” When the resurrection 
takes place, then this mortal shall put on immortality, 
and death shall be swallowed up in victory. That is what 
the apostle Paul teaches in I Corinthians 15. Paul 
teaches that there will be a resurrection, and there 
shall be a change. These bodies shall be changed. No, 
we’re not going to live here on this earth in a physical 
body for a thousand years. We’re not going to live here 
and continue to eat, sleep, marry, and be given in mar-
riage. Christ told those who asked Him about the woman 
who once had seven brothers, “Whose wife shall she be 
of the seven?” Jesus answered, “Ye do err, not knowing 
the scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the resur-
rection they neither marry, nor are given in mar-
riage.”
 In the resurrection, we shall all be changed. John 
said, “It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him.” 
If Jesus Christ would have had His glorified body while 
He continued to walk and talk with the disciples, then 
John would have known what the glorified body looked 
like. Again, John said, “It doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” So these 
physical bodies will not be in the eternal kingdom of 
God. “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God,” declares the Word of God, but there will be a 
resurrection.
 Let me bring this solemn thought: All will be resur-
rected, but all will not receive a glorified body likened 
unto Christ. Some will receive a different type of body. 
It will be an eternal body, yes; otherwise, they could 
not suffer in an eternal hell. But there will be a separa-
tion. “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). When we stand 
before Christ in judgment, we’re going to be separated 
as sheep from the goats. The children of God will be 
separated from the sinners, and those on the left hand 
side will hear, “Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” He will say to those on the right hand side, 
“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”
 I’m sure that everyone listening to my voice today, 
sincerely desire to be on the right hand side when the 
judgment comes, but if you’re going to be on the right 
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from the dead is just as important today as it was then; 
it is just as vital in the Christian religion now as it ever 
was. Why did Christ die? So that you and I might live! 
Verses 9, 10—Jesus met with them—Things were 
happening with a terrible rapidity. Running at high 
speed, thrilled with the message of the angel, the women 
were suddenly confronted with the Master Himself, 
which further augmented their great joy. In humility 
and true adoration they fell at His feet, which is the 
proper place for every child of God. No further evidence 
was needed to confirm the report of the angel that the 
Lord had been raised from the dead.
 Revelation 1:18—I am he that liveth and was 
dead—This testimony of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ was given by Christ Jesus Himself (who cannot 
lie) after His ascension. How this scripture should grip 
our hearts! Jesus Christ holds the keys to hell and 
death! But even so, He will never send anyone there 
unless he (the person) chooses to go there. Choose the 
holy, lowly way of Christ and live!
 MAN’S HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION—I Cor- 
inthians 15:51, 52—We shall all be changed—There 
will be people living on earth when Jesus comes, but 
they, along with all the resurrected, shall be changed. 
It will not take a long “time” for this to happen! God’s 
miracle working power will bring this to pass in “a 
moment.” The redeemed will be given a body of incor-
ruption. Verse 53—This mortal must put on immor-
tality—The physical body will not inhabit eternity; this 
mortal must put on immortality. The redeemed will 
have a body like our Lord’s. Verse 54—Death is swal-
lowed up in victory—Paul calls death “the last enemy 
that shall be destroyed” (verse 26). When these mortal 
bodies are changed to a spiritual body, we will go to be 
with the Lord eternally, and there will be no more death, 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
 ON WHAT CONDITIONS ARE WE RAISED TO 
ETERNAL LIFE?—Romans 8:11—If the Spirit of 
him that raised up Jesus—All will be raised, but not 
all to eternal life! Some will be raised to eternal death. 
To live eternally we must have a born again experience 
and then walk in the light, and be faithful to the end. 
Those who die in the Lord are sure to be resurrected 
to eternal life. The resurrection of Jesus Christ gives 
the Christian this blessed assurance.

CONCLUSION
 At this season of the year when all nature is again 
being resurrected to life and there is hope in the air of 
a new season with all of its blessings of a new crop and 
beauty of flowers, the warmth of the spring breezes and 
gentle showers, there should be a stir in the human 
breast anticipating the newness of life in the resurrec-
tion of the last day.

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION
 1. Why was it that the women who came to the tomb 
did not understand that Jesus was to be resurrected 
on the third day?
 2. What was the cause of their great joy when the 
angel told them that the Lord had risen?
 3. Should we be as eager to carry the gospel message 
of the resurrection as those women were?

mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
 Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Memory Verse: I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have 
the keys of hell and of death.—Revelation 1:18.

Aim: To inspire the Christian’s hope in the miracle of 
Jesus’ resurrection.

INTRODUCTION
 A great miracle indeed was performed when the 
Lord Jesus Christ was raised from the dead. The forces 
of nature were laid aside, and in defiance of all natural 
laws, the body of Christ again was filled with life. The 
natural mind does not accept this, for it defies analysis. 
Many accept the story as an allegory and never experi-
ence any change in their hearts, but he who really 
accepts it in his heart is going to be a changed man. It 
is the desire of every human being to want to live and 
live well. This desire has been planted in the heart and 
life by God. Then to be resurrected from the dead, to 
dwell in an eternally young body, should be of the great-
est interest to every living soul.

MEDITATIONS
 OUR RISEN LORD—Matthew 28:1—Came 
Mary—The sabbath ended at sundown, so it was early 
the first day of the week, when the two Mary’s made 
their way to see the sepulchre. Their purpose in coming 
was to anoint the body for burial. Verses 2, 3—Great 
earthquake—We are not told just what time this 
earthquake took place, but it seems to have been caused 
by the coming of the angel, when he came to roll back 
the stone opening the sepulchre. His appearance leaves 
no room for doubt as to his being an angel. Verse 
4—Became as dead men—It was the manifestation 
of the great power of God in the presence of weak flesh 
that made the keepers of the tomb tremble. If man could 
realize it, the great power of God continually surrounds 
us. His presence is not realized only because God does 
not see fit to manifest Himself. Verse 6—He is risen—
He who had submitted Himself fully to sinful men until 
they had done everything in their power to destroy Him 
and His influence, even nailing Him to a cross and 
leaving Him to die, after lying in the tomb for three 
days was suddenly restored to life beyond the reach of 
the sin-laden hands of devils and men! Blood flowed 
through His veins again, and He ate fish fresh off the 
coals! He walked with the disciples! He talked with 
them! Verse 7—Go quickly—Great news that was 
indeed, and they could not or would not want to keep 
it secret! It should be told to all, quickly—the much-
desired victory had been won; the devil, the arch-enemy 
of God and man, was defeated! We should tell the same 
story with as much enthusiasm today. It means just as 
much as it did to the women who first visited the empty 
tomb. Verse 8—With fear and great joy—The majesty 
of the angel, coupled with the glory of God that sur-
rounded them, greatly awed the women, but the message 
from heaven which He gave to them was a source of 
unequalled joy. The message that Christ has been raised 
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 4. What is our hope of the resurrection?
 5. What will happen at the judgment to the body 
that we now have? 

 
“Come, and see the victories of the cross. Christ’s wounds are 
thy healings, His agonies thy repose, His conflicts thy conquests, 
His groans thy songs, His pains thine ease, His shame thy glory, 
His death thy life, His sufferings thy salvation.”

—Matthew Henry

THE INNOCENT FOR THE GUILTY
Author Unknown

 My sins laid open to the rod,
 The back which from the law was free;
 And the eternal Son of God
 Received the stripes once due to me.

 Nor beam was in His eye, nor mote;
 Nor laid to Him was any blame:
 And yet His cheeks for me were smote—
 The cheeks that never blushed for shame.

 I pierced those sacred hands and feet
 That never touched or walked in sin;
 I broke the heart that only beat
 The souls of sinful men to win.

 That sponge of vinegar and gall
 Was placed by me upon His tongue;
 And when derision mocked His call,
 I stood that mocking crowd among.

 And yet His blood was shed for me,
 To be of sin the double cure;
 And balm there flows from Calv’ry’s tree
 That heals my guilt and makes me pure!

THE PATH TO THE CROSS
F. W. Davis

The path to the cross was marked by His blood,
As He climbed up Calvary’s hill
To give His life for a sin-cursed world
And to honor His Father’s will.

The road was rough and infested with thorns;
There was no one who seemed to care.
The guilt of the world and the weight of the cross
Were laid on the Master to bear.

Are we willing to tread the path of the cross,
With all the reproach and shame,
And take the scorn of His enemies here
To honor His worthy name?

We were never promised an easy way;
Yea, often the path grows dim.
The Lord will help us to bear our cross
If we choose to go with Him.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
Author Unknown

If the Christ who died had stopped at the cross
His work had been incomplete,
If the Christ who was buried had stayed in the  
 tomb
He had only known defeat;
But the way of the cross never stops at the cross,
And the way of the tomb leads on
To victorious grace in the heavenly place
Where our risen Lord has gone.

HE LIVETH!
Mary Wahl

 In the shadow of the cross
 Jesus speaks of gain, not loss.
 Still He comforts those He loves,
 Points them to a home above,
 Speaks of love and unity,
 That His flock all one might be
 So the world will surely know
 God sent Christ to earth below.

 Yes, this was His earnest prayer
 For His dear sheep everywhere.
 See Him kneeling in the gloom
 There to face the trial and tomb;
 Christ the Savior did not shrink,
 But the bitter cup did drink—
 Was betrayed and led away,
 Ne’er a sullen word did say.

 Bearing the cross, He climbs the steep
 While the women softly weep,
 Then men nail Him on the tree,
 And though suffering agony,
 Yet He prays, “Father, forgive,
 That a dying world might live.”
 Thus the Lamb of God was slain,
 But, behold, He lives again!

 After sorrow’s night of gloom
 Lo, they find the empty tomb
 In their midst He stands again,
 He whom cruel men had slain,
 He is now indeed their King,
 Has removed for aye death’s sting.
 Waft the message far and wide
 He is risen, He who died! 

THE POETRY PAGE
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they received help or some assistance 
from someone. Isn’t that correct? So 
we need to remember the good deeds 
and the kindness that were shown 
unto us. Even children need to be 
thankful to their parents, because the 
educational level that they have today 
is because of the efforts of their parents. 
What they are pursuing to be in life is because of the 
efforts of their parents.
 In Proverbs, chapter 8, verse 13, it says: “The fear 
of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and 
the evil way.” Dear Ones, to fear God is to hate evil. If 
we fear God, we are going to do that which is right and 
pleasing in His sight. Whether we are at home or abroad, 
we’re going to do that which is right. It is also to hate 
the evil way. Friends, there’s an evil way. There are 
only two ways: the broad way and the narrow way. We 
are either on the broad way or the narrow way. We 
cannot be on both ways at the same time. So there is 
no such thing as being a sinner and a Christian at the 
same time. We’re either a Christian or a sinner. God 
has given us the right to hate some things. One of those 
things that He gave us the right to hate is the evil way. 
Many cannot serve God today because of what the evil 
way has to offer; but we need, Dear Ones, to hate the 
evil way.
 We try to get people to understand that there is 
such a thing as false religion, and there is such a thing 
as false prophets. Don’t be offended. These are the 
things that are making trouble in the world today. The 
evil way. James, chapter 4, verse 6: “God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” Do you 
understand what that means? “God resisteth”—He 
keeps off the proud. I don’t want to be in that condition. 
I don’t want God to resist me. We should not want God 
to resist us, but we should want Him to be with us and 
to walk with us. The writer said: “I must have the 
Savior with me, For I dare not walk alone.” “God resist-
eth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” So 
if you want grace from God, you must humble yourself. 
The more you humble yourself, the more grace He will 
give to you. We need strong grace.

GOD HATES A PROUD LOOK
 Proverbs, chapter 6, verse 16: “Six things doth the 
Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him.” 
One of those six things that God hates is “a proud look.” 
Do you know you can know people who are proud? How? 
By the way they walk, the way they talk, the way they 
act, and by the way they respond to you. Some are proud 
in their profession, and you can hear it in their voice. 
Dear Ones, God’s people are not proud. God’s people 
are a humble people. I want to be among a people who 
are humble, a people who I feel safe among, and a 
people who I can fellowship.

HE LORD has promised to be with us. We can rest 
assured of His promises. The Lord has never failed 
one of His promises. We are serving a God who 

cannot lie.
 It is good for us to be back in another convention. 
It is good to be gathered in this manner. We were here 
last year, and through the Lord’s faithfulness we are 
here this year, so that means we are one year older.
 I want to express my appreciation to Bro. James 
and the dear saints for the invitation for us to be here. 
We do appreciate it. I don’t take the Lord’s blessings 
for granted. They are rich and real.
 I believe the Lord has laid this message on my heart, 
and I would like to be used by Him to deliver His mes-
sage. I need your support, as usual, and especially the 
support of the ministry. I see myself as the least of all 
the ministers. I know that there are no big “I’s” and 
little “you’s” in the kingdom of God. The message involves 
everyone.
 The title of the message is: “Be Clothed with Humil-
ity.” The text is from I Peter, chapter 5, verse 5: “Like-
wise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, 
all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with 
humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace 
to the humble.”
 The word humility means, “state or quality of being 
humble in spirit; freedom from pride and arrogance; an 
act of submission or humble courtesy.”
 It is very hard for some people to humble themselves. 
There is never been a time where we find so much pride 
and selfishness and greed as today. Man is dependent 
on God and cannot stand by himself. Whether he builds 
houses, planes, ships, or whatever, he has to use the 
materials that God has provided. The Scriptures says, 
“In him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 
17:28).
 What do we have that we did not receive from the 
Lord? Our very lives are given to us by God. Life is a 
gift from God. He created the world and the things that 
are therein. We find in Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein.” So the question is: What do we have to 
be proud of or to brag about? So why then should it be 
so hard for us to humble ourselves? Why? We need to 
remember what God has done for us. Paul said, “I am 
what I am, by the grace of God.” I believe the same 
applies to us today. We are what we are because of the 
grace of God. We were unredeemed; we were filthy; we 
were sinners. We were out there in the world, but the 
Lord has saved us. How humble are we to give Him 
thanks, to remember what He has done for us?
 It has been said: “If you don’t remember where you 
are coming from, you don’t know where you are going.” 
We need to remember where we are coming from. Many 
people in life reached where they are today because 

BE CLOTHED WITH HUMILITY
2017 Cayman Convention Message by Bro. Donovan Darby
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 Let me tell you something, the Church of God does 
not glory in clothes. The Church of God does not glory 
in material things, but we glory in the true and living 
God. Don’t get me wrong. I’m not saying that material 
things aren’t good. We need them; but we must allow 
them to serve us and not we serve them.
 Pride is one of the things that the Lord saves us 
from. Did you know that? Do you know that there are 
people professing to be Christians who are proud? They 
want to dress better than others. They want to noticed, 
they want to be heard, and to be nobody like unto them. 
Dear Ones, God saved us from pride. Salvation is not 
50%; salvation is 100%. When you are saved, it changes 
your entire life. There are no half-born children in the 
Church of God. We must be fully born. 
 Luke 14:11, “Whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 
This is truth. If we exalt ourselves, we are going to be 
abased; put down. God is not going to recognize us, but 
if we humble ourselves, we shall be exalted. I’d rather 
have God’s approval than man’s approval. I’d rather be 
recognized by God than to be recognized by man. Many 
times that which is highly esteemed in the sight of man 
is an abomination in the sight of God.
 Bro. James said in the minister’s meeting that the 
pastor is blamed when people leave the church or back-
slide; but that should not change your stand. You can 
still be rooted and stand. “Be clothed with humility.” 
When God exalts you, you are well exalted. When God 
blesses you, you are well blessed. If God puts you up, 
you are well put up. He has the power to put down one, 
and He has the power to establish another. We’re not 
to put ourselves on display. We’re not here to be seen. 
Dear Ones, if we are coming to a convention, we need 
to come for the right reasons. We need to have the right 
motive. We need to come for the right purpose. I conclude 
that I want to be of help to this convention. I want to 
contribute to it in a positive manner.

PRIDE LEADS TO DESTRUCTION
 Proverbs 16:18, “Pride goeth before destruction, and 
an haughty spirit before a fall.” Let’s be careful that 
we are not full speed ahead on the wrong road. We need 
to make sure that we take our time and run. We need 
to run, and to run the race successfully. Let me say, we 
need to take our noses out of people’s business. What 
does not belong to you, leave it. If someone asks you 
for your input, don’t go into their business. That’s one 
of the things that causes trouble among the family of 
God. People leave their place and trouble people. One 
of the disciples asked Jesus about John, “What would 
you have this man to do?” That disciple was out of his 
place. The Lord said, “What if I allow him to live until 
I return? What is that to you?” He was saying, in effect, 
“Mind your business.”
 Some saints were going on well in their Christian 
experience, but they became heady. Something can get 
stuck in your head and cause you to lose focus and to 
lose your way. You aren’t humble any more. King Saul 
was humble for a time, but during the course of time, 
Saul believed he could do as he pleased. He got out-of-
line with God’s Word. It caused him to get into serious 
trouble with God. We should not think too well of our-
selves. We must be clothed with humility.

 I Peter, chapter 5, verse 6: “Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time.” No need to rush. If God would 
have you to do something in His kingdom, and if you 
be faithful and true, He will have you to do it, and no 
one can go ahead and fill your place. If God has a bless-
ing for you, no one can get it, so there is no need to 
rush. You don’t have to exhaust your knowledge. You 
don’t have to show how much you know, how much you 
can do, or how swift you are. Humble yourself before 
God. When the fullness of time comes, God will bless 
you.

BE CLOTHED WITH HUMILITY
 The word clothed means, “to be covered.” The Lord 
is saying that we should have humility in every aspect 
of our lives because we are clothed. We are covered. 
The woman in Revelation 12 was clothed (covered). We 
must have humility in every aspect of our lives. Humil-
ity is our garment. It is actually our clothing. Women 
today do not want to go in public unless their faces are 
painted, or their lips are painted, or they are in the 
latest style. They want to be accepted by the world and 
by the public. Dear Ones, to paint your lips to let the 
appearance look more attractive is pride. It should stay 
as God made it. If God made your lips to be black, let 
your lips stay black. If He made your lips red, let your 
lips stay red. We need not to put on to ourselves to let 
ourselves look better. The Bible says, “The Lord taketh 
pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with 
salvation.” I believe that! “He will beautify the meek 
with salvation.”
 My Sisters, you are beautiful as you are. You don’t 
need earrings, lipstick, and a little paint on your cheeks; 
you don’t need to be in the latest style that would expose 
you. You are beautiful just as God made you. It is a 
norm today for women to be walking in public exposing 
their breasts. Dear Ones, it is affecting the church, too. 
Sometimes we wonder why women have so much prob-
lems with their clothing. Have you ever wondered? Well, 
let me tell you something, salvation changes our hearts. 
Salvation changes our desires. When we are redeemed 
from our sins, we want to put on clothes. We want to 
cover our bodies. We want to please God.
 Modesty is a standard. Modesty is a state of the 
heart. If you are ambitious, if you value yourself, and 
if you see yourself as a decent person, you will cover 
your body. The way you appear, or conduct yourself, 
tells us where you stand in Christianity. I will tell you, 
if you are rooted and grounded and love God with all 
your heart, you will cover your body. If you want to 
make heaven your home, you will obey God’s Word. “Be 
clothed with humility.”
 Proverbs, chapter 15, verse 33b: “Before honour is 
humility.” Do you want God to bless us? Do you want 
the Lord to be with us? There is a rule to go by. We 
must humble ourselves to walk with God. He does not 
walk with the proud or the scornful. We need to achieve 
what we want through a humble spirit, through hon-
esty, and through uprightness. Riches and wealth that 
come through ungodly means don’t stay, but riches 
that come through the good source of God’s blessings 
remain with you. However, you have to manage and 
maintain it.
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saints in the pew need to humble themselves, but the 
ministry also. It’s not only for you, it is also for the 
ministry. God brought King Nebuchadnezzar down. 
Let’s be careful.
 I said earlier that God knows how to humble the 
proud. He has many ways to humble the proud. “Be 
clothed with humility.” Don’t fight your battle. Let God 
fight it. Put your battle in God’s hands, let Him take 
control, and He will fight it. The battle is the Lord’s. 
Any time we dip our hands in it, we cause problems. 
We need to let God fight it. When He fights it, Dear 
Ones, it is well fought. I will guarantee you, you will 
have the victory. God never loses a battle. That’s the 
God we serve!
 God made us (all nations) one flesh and blood. There 
are those who are black who think themselves better 
than the white, and there are those who are white who 
think themselves better than the black. Dear Ones, the 
color or the texture of our skin does not make us better 
than other people. God doesn’t make us better than 
others. We are equal in His sight when we obey His 
Word. The blood of Jesus Christ makes us one. There 
is no black or white in the Church of God. We are one 
in Christ. The black is not a stronger race than the 
white. The white is not a stronger race than the black. 
God made us one blood and one flesh. If the white gets 
a cut, blood comes out, and if the black gets a cut, blood 
comes out. Our feelings are just like anyone else’s.
 Didn’t Jesus say, “All ye are brethren”? Thank the 
Lord, I don’t have a master on Earth over me. Christ 
is our Master, and we are all brethren. Let me tell you 
something, when I go to Hagerstown, I go home. When 
Bro. Greg comes here, he comes home. The blood of 
Jesus makes us one. How beautiful it is when saints 
from all nations can interact and fellowship each other, 
because the blood of Jesus Christ makes the difference! 
There are no proud people in the Church of God. If we 
are saints of God, we are humble. We want to remain 
humble. “Be clothed with humility.”

CONCLUSION
 There are those who are proud of the fact that they 
cannot give up the world to serve God. One of the 
things that is hindering people from serving God is 
personal ambition. Sometimes we say that it is ambi-
tion when it is pride. We can call pride ambition, so 
we need to be careful. Pride is negative and ambition 
is positive. No one should think it hard to give up what 
they have to give up to serve God. It’s worth it. What-
ever you have to give up to serve God, it’s worth it. I 
will guarantee you, if you give up the world to serve 
God, you won’t regret it. You may even be sorry that 
you didn’t start before, but you need to come. Come 
off your pomp and pride. Give up the world, the styles, 
the fashions, and the things that are pulling you to a 
lost eternity. Humble yourself before God. “Be clothed 
with humility.” 

 The Christian life is an honorable life. It is a respect-
able life; it is a humble life. If you live the right kind 
of life, people will respect you. Your family members 
will respect you. If you live the right kind of Christian-
ity before your children and your family, they will 
respect what you have. God promised to come to the 
aid of those who have a humble and contrite heart. 
Isaiah 57:15, “I dwell in the high and holy place, with 
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite ones.”

CHRIST, AN EXAMPLE IN HUMILITY
 The Lord is our example in humility. Did you know 
that? He humbled Himself, even to the death of the 
cross. Philippians 2:8, “And being found in fashion as 
a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.” The Lord humbled 
Himself, went down very low and washed the disciples’ 
feet. We’re talking about the divine Son of God, the 
King of kings, the Lord of lords, the Creator of the 
universe, the One who has all power and authority. He 
came into this world, and He humbled Himself and 
washed the disciples’ feet. That was humility. He set 
an example there for us to follow. The Lord also said 
in Matthew, chapter 11, verse 29: “Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” So He exercised 
humility. He left us an example that we should follow. 
He is our perfect example.
 Paul was given a thorn in the flesh. “Lest I should 
be exalted above measure through the abundance of 
the revelations [his divine calling], there was given to 
me a thorn in the flesh.” God knows how to humble His 
people. He knows how to keep us humble. The Lord 
will not chastise us unless we disobey Him. So humility 
is a must, and it is very important. This same Paul 
said, “I am less than the least of all saints.” When I 
view this, Paul was a very educated man. He was a 
great warrior of the cross. He established many con-
gregations of the Church of God. He has done a great 
job. Now, we hear Paul saying, “I am less than the least 
of all saints.” My question is: Since Paul said those 
words, what do I need to say? The Lord can do without 
me, and He can do without any of us. If you believe, or 
the thought arises in you that the Lord cannot do with-
out you, the devil is deceiving you. Man without God 
is man, but God without man is still God. So we need 
Him.
 God blessed King Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom, but 
one day he took a walk in his palace, and he looked at 
the surroundings that were around him. He saw the 
glory and beauty. Self overtook him. Self will let us do 
what is contrary. King Nebuchadnezzar said, “This is 
the great Babylon that I have built.” He forgot the One 
who gave him the power to build. God was displeased. 
He decided to punish King Nebuchadnezzar. Do you 
know God punishes? God changed his heart from the 
heart of a human to the heart of a beast to humble him. 
They brought food unto him, but he didn’t want it. He 
didn’t want entertainment because he was given a heart 
of a beast. He started to eat grass, and the dew of heaven 
wet his body. He exalted himself. Be careful we don’t 
exalt ourselves. Let me tell you something, not only the 

I Peter 5:6
 “Humble yourselves therefore under the 

mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you 
in due time.”
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WHAT ABOUT THIS?
THE DOCTRINE OF PURGATORY

   
By Bro. Alvin Craig

   
HERE ARE many traditions and false doctrines 
in the Roman Catholic Church, and the doctrine 
of Purgatory is one of them. There is not one pas-

sage of scripture that is properly understood that sup-
ports such teaching.
 I have before me a book written by the late H. M. 
Riggle, entitled, Roman Catholicism In the Light of 
Their Own Scriptures and Authorities. As that title 
implies, Riggle used their own Roman Catholic Bible 
in writing his book. I will quote quite a bit from this 
book for this article.
 “The following presents the teaching of the Church 
of Rome concerning purgatory:
 “I constantly hold that there is a purgatory, and 
that the souls detained there are helped by the suffrages 
of the faithful.—Creed of Pope Pius IV.
 “In the fire of purgatory, the souls of just men are 
cleansed by a temporary punishment, in order to be 
admitted into their eternal country.—Catechism of the 
Council of Trent.
 “Q. Whither go such as die in venial sin, or not hav-
ing fully satisfied for the punishment due their mortal 
sins? A. To purgatory, till they have made full satisfac-
tion for them, then to heaven.—Douay Catechism. ...
 “Q. Where is purgatory? A. The ordinary place of 
purgatory, which properly and commonly is understood 
by that name, is under the earth, and adjoining to 
hell.”—Dens, Purgatory, No. 27.
 Back to comments from Riggle’s book: “The misery 
and suffering of these righteous souls in purgatory can 
be mitigated ‘by the suffrages of the faithful.’ This they 
define as the procuring of masses to be said for the 
dead, procuring indulgences, votes of the faithful, var-
iously given by prayers, offerings, purchasing masses, 
etc. These are all paid for by the living friends of the 
deceased; which is neither more nor less than paying 
money to the priests. Thus this fabulous Romish story, 
which originated about the end of the sixth century 
under Pope Gregory the Great, is an amazing source 
of profit financially to the Roman clergy. In the fear of 
God, we affirm that this giving of money to the priests 
for the souls of the righteous who are supposed to be 
tormented in the fires of purgatory is a clear fulfilment 
of Peter’s prediction that false prophets would bring in 
‘sects of perdition’ and ‘through covetousness shall they 
with feigned words make merchandise of you.’ ... Rome 
is none other than the great Babylon of Revelation, 
which is said to make ‘merchandise’ of the ‘souls of men’ 
(Revelation 18).”
 Before I continue to quote from Riggle’s book, I would 
like to point out that there is not one verse of scripture 
that teaches that a soul is cleansed from his sins by 
literal fire; and there is no scripture that teaches you 
have to pay for a minister’s prayers. There are only two 
places souls will go in eternity, heaven or hell. Further, 
heaven cannot be purchased with money. Salvation is 

a gift given by God and it was purchased for us by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. 
 Another point, since we are speaking of souls, how 
does the priest know how long one will have to suffer 
in purgatory? And how is he going to know how much 
money must be paid and how many masses must be 
held before a soul gets to leave purgatory and go on to 
heaven?
 Again I quote from Riggle’s book:
 “This is another evidence that papal Rome is but a 
continuation of pagan Rome clothed in a Christian garb. 
Before Gregory the Great, the doctrine of purgatory 
was taught by no one but by heathen poets and phi-
losophers. Cardinal Bellarmine admits this. ...Thus it 
will be seen that this unreasonable doctrine originated 
with the heathen and was copied by the Roman bishops. 
It truly can be said of that it is heathenish.”
 I have another book before me, The Other Side of 
Rome, written by John B. Wilder, copyright 1959. He 
says:
 “The principal use of the mass among Catholics is 
to get souls out of purgatory a little earlier than they 
might otherwise hope to be released. It is no small 
thought for one on earth to believe that his loved one 
is burning in fire. But the church has a plan for him. 
He can bring a fee to the priest and the priest will offer 
a mass for the soul of the dead. Enough fees, enough 
masses will eventually get the poor burning soul out of 
the flame. Thus speaks the Church of Rome. But no 
guarantees are made, no promises offered and no 
results seen. No one has ever received a particle of 
evidence that there is a purgatory, that souls go there, 
or that they can be released by masses. In all its history, 
Rome has never produced one concrete clue that a soul 
is helped by the mass. Yet on this frail dream countless 
millions of dollars are brought each year into the coffers 
of the church in the hope that the masses purchased 
will help departed souls that are on fire. Catholics are 
taught to bring in their fees, the masses will be said 
and that is that.
 “How many masses are needed to get a soul out of 
purgatory? No one knows and no one cares to speculate. 
The Catholic is told that if more masses are purchased 
than are necessary for some particular soul, the masses 
will be credited to some other soul in purgatory. Some-
times faithful Catholics, not having a loved one of their 
own to say masses for, will pay the priest to execute 
masses for the soul in purgatory having the most years 
yet to spend there.”
 Purgatory is a carry over from paganism, and it 
brings in millions of dollars by the saying of masses, 
supposedly, praying souls out of a place that does not 
exist. The Bible teaches that when the Lord forgives 
us, He removes our sins from us as far as the east is 
from the west, and wipes them out of His memory to 
remember them against us forever no more. “I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more” (Jeremiah 31:34), so the Catholic Bible 
says.
 In closing this article, let me point out that there is 
only one mediator between God and man and that One 
is Jesus Christ. No priest, not even the pope, can forgive 
man of his sins against God.   

T
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CHRISTIAN COURTESY
By G. E. Tyler

 I Peter 3:8, “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having 
compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, 
be courteous.”

E DON’T hear much today about the necessity 
of courteous behavior and it seems that rudeness 
has dominated the world and even infiltrated 

into the Church of God. I know this is of little value to 
some, but to me it needs to be declared from the house-
tops. It is the foundation of Christian conduct, produces 
unity, and separates the possessors from the profes-
sors.
 In our text, the apostle Peter teaches the Christian 
church of some mandatory principles to radiate from 
the attitude of professing disciples of Christ. We are to 
be in unity (of one mind). We are to be compassionate 
toward each other. We are to love as brethren which is 
a special kind of love. We are to have pity on others. 
And we are to be courteous toward others. These prin-
ciples are part of holy living and cannot be ignored. 
They are every bit as necessary as any of the command-
ments of God. I would like to concentrate on Christian 
courtesy in this short message.
 The word courteous is translated from the Greek 
philophronos which means, “friendliness of mind,” and 
infers polite and respectful conduct and attitude. Some 
synonymous words are: hospitableness, kindness, 
friendliness, civility. It is opposite of the Greek philo-
neikos which means, “fond of strife, quarrelsome, rude.” 
The world is full of strife, quarrels, rudeness—families, 
individuals, ethnic groups, and nations. Even among 
so-called Christians and in the family relationship these 
undesirable elements take root. Shame!
 Let me start with the need of courtesy in the home. 
Children are not only to obey, but be courteous to their 
parents. Ephesians 6:1-3 says, “Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father 
and mother; which is the first commandment with 
promise; That it may be well with thee, and thou may-
est live long on the earth.” Honor thy father and thy 
mother! That means, in part, to be courteous to them. 
Whatever happened to “Yes, Sir,” and “No, Ma’am”; 
“please” and “thank you”? This generation has produced 
an abundance of ungrateful, rude children who know 
little about respect. There was a time when youth were 
taught to honor the elderly. We see little of that 
today!
 That is not all—parents are to set the example and 
be polite to their children as well. They are to teach 
their children with respect as individual human beings. 
Children have feelings, too. Verse 4 of Ephesians 6 says, 
“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: 
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” Provoke not your children! Don’t yell at them 
and call them names like, “stupid idiot.” Even when 
they need correction, do it with love and respect. You 
set the example for them to follow. 
 How about the marriage relationship? Couples seem 
to assume that once they are married they have a license 

to treat each other any old way. Not so! The husband 
is to be courteous to his wife and the wife to her hus-
band. Look at I Corinthians 7:3, “Let the husband 
render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also 
the wife unto the husband.” Love begets love in return. 
Hate begets hate. Respect begets respect. Courtesy in 
the home starts with the conduct of husband and wife 
toward each other. “For after this manner in the old 
time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned 
themselves, being in subjection unto their own hus-
bands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: 
whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are 
not afraid with any amazement. Likewise, ye husbands, 
dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour 
unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be 
not hindered” (I Peter 3:5, 6). Husbands and wives, be 
courteous to each other. It will enhance your relation-
ship!  
 Courtesy is needed to be displayed everywhere—at 
home, at school, in public places, to strangers, even to 
the unsaved. Especially to the unsaved! Jesus was 
respectful to the woman of Sychar and He won her. 
How can we expect to have an impact on sinners if we 
are rude to them?
 Let me insert here that courtesy does not include 
blessing false religion. When visited by representatives 
of damnable doctrines, we must be courteous in our 
refusal of their literature but stop short of bidding them 
Godspeed. II John 1:10, 11 warns us, “If there come any 
unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that 
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”
 Now we come to the real burden of this message: 
courtesy among brethren. We are exhorted by Peter in 
our text to “love as brethren.” Godly brethren do not 
bad-mouth each other. It is not courteous to smile at a 
brother then run him down to others. That is hypocrisy! 
Romans 12:9 says, “Let love be without dissimulation. 
Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.” 
If the body of Christ cannot be civil among itself, it will 
bring reproach. If a congregation is degraded to an 
atmosphere where members can be rude and hateful 
toward each other, destruction is at hand! “But if ye 
bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not 
consumed one of another” (Galatians 5:15).
  There needs to be courtesy exchanged between a 
pastor and his congregation. I Timothy 5:17 says, “Let 
the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double 
honour, especially they who labour in the word and 
doctrine.” Never disrespect your pastor and elders. They 
are to be treated with courtesy in and outside of the 
chapel. The highest form of courtesy is obeying the 
preaching of the Word. “Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for 
your souls, as they that must give account, that they 
may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprof-
itable for you” (Hebrews 13:17).
 This being true, let me state that respect and cour-
tesy go both ways. That is, the pastor and elders must 
be courteous to their flock as well. God’s people are the 
finest people on Earth and are worthy of respect. The 
qualifications of a minister are thus according to Titus 
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 Editor’s Note: These questions and answers in this 
issue are taken from The Way of Truth Question and 
Answer Book, 1946-2001.

UESTION: Is it possible for a saved person’s love 
for God to decrease before he falls into sin? 
 ANSWER: That is why a person falls into sin! If 

a person were to maintain his love for God, he would 
continued in a saved state. 
 QUESTION: Please explain Psalm 19:7, “The law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony 
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.” 
 ANSWER: The Seventh-day Adventist, and others, 
do not seem to realize that not every verse of scripture 
that has the word “law” in it has reference to the law 
given on Mount Sinai. God has always had a law. His 
divine law is His Word, and we are told in John 1:1-14 
that Christ is the Word. Christ had no beginning, so 
God’s law had no beginning. The law, the divine law, is 
perfect, converting the soul, just as is stated; or, in other 
words, obedience to the law of God—repentance, confes-
sion, faith, obedience—converts the soul. As for the Old 
Covenant law, Paul said, “By the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified” (Romans 3:20). The Old 
Covenant law was nailed to the cross.
 
 QUESTION: Was Abraham counted as a sinner 
when he told Abimelech that Sarah was his daughter? 
It seems it was a lie. Please explain. 
 ANSWER: Abraham told Abimelech that Sarah was 
his sister, not his daughter. Abraham was not telling a 
lie; she was his half-sister. Further, it is understood 
that in that period of time, a man of some means could 
bestow the “title” of sister on his wife if he so desired. 
The purpose back of Abraham’s doing what he did is 
open to question more than what he actually did. How-
ever, what he did was not sinful in God’s sight, for the 
Lord told Abimelech to restore Abraham his wife “and 
he shall pray for thee” (Genesis 20:7).
 
 QUESTION: Moses stayed on the mountain for 40 
days. Also, Elijah went on a journey for 40 days. Can 
you please explain more about 40 days?
 
 ANSWER: Jesus fasted for 40 days. The twelve spies 
searched out the Promised Land for 40 days, etc.
 As to its significance, I cannot really say. Nelson’s 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary, in its article on numbers 
says, “The number 40 may have some significance as 
a round number.” In other words, when a number was 
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1:7, 8, “For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward 
of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, 
no striker, not given to filthy lucre; But a lover of hos-
pitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate.” 
A lover of hospitality, lover of good men, no striker ... 
hmm. Some preach with contempt and are very rude 
to the flock, then demand respect from the same. They 
are strikers—striking out at somebody from the pulpit. 
That is not right! Be courteous in the preaching of the 
Word. Feed the flock of God—don’t lash out at them! 
The prophet Ezekiel held this standard: “The diseased 
have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that 
which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which 
was broken, neither have ye brought again that which 
was driven away, neither have ye sought that which 
was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled 
them” (Ezekiel 34:4). Let that never be said of us!
 In an effort to reach out to congregations alienated 
years ago, endeavoring to bring God’s people into unity 
and oneness, ofttimes we are met with rudeness and 
animosity when courtesy and kindness could open a 
dialogue that could lead to walls being broken down. 
The need of the hour is common Christian courtesy! 
Not only is it good, but it is required. Reading on from 
our text in I Peter 3:8-11, “Finally, be ye all of one mind, 
having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be 
pitiful, be courteous: Not rendering evil for evil, or rail-
ing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that 
ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a bless-
ing. For he that will love life, and see good days, let 
him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they 
speak no guile: Let him eschew evil, and do good; let 
him seek peace, and ensue it.”
 In closing, let me say that Christ is worthy of the 
greatest respect and honor. I am sure we will all agree 
we should be courteous to God. Well, Jesus said, “Inas-
much as ye did it unto one of these, my brethren, ye 
did it unto me.” Think of that the next time you are 
tempted to be rude or disrespectful. For the Word 
admonishes us concerning those with whom we come 
in contact, “Be courteous.” 
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a little less, or even a little over, the writer may “round 
it off” by saying 40. 
 QUESTION: Why was it said God hardened the 
heart of Pharaoh before the exodus of the Israelites? 
 ANSWER: Because Pharaoh lied to the children of 
Israel and opposed the will of God. God saw in this man 
what he was and He raised him to the position of lead-
ership to work His will. God DID NOT make him do 
what he did. To reject the will of God will cause anyone’s 
heart to become harder. 
 QUESTION: In I Timothy 5:22, it says: “Lay hands 
suddenly on no man.” How, when, or whom should you 
lay hands on when praying for the sick? 
 ANSWER: In this verse of scripture, Paul is not 
referring to laying on hands to pray for the sick. The 
thought is: be careful whom you ordain to the ministry, 
whom you allow in your pulpits, whom you accept as a 
brother, etc. 
 QUESTION: Please explain Ephesians 4:26, “Be ye 
angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath.” 
 ANSWER: There is a carnal anger which is wrong! 
This kind of anger, according to Webster’s Dictionary, 
is “a violent passion of the mind excited by a real or 
supposed injury: often accompanied by a desire to take 
vengeance, or to obtain satisfaction from the offending 
party; resentment; wrath; ire.”
 Then there is a righteous anger—a stirring in the 
soul that causes you to want to fight sin and evil with 
all your powers. Not people but evil.
 Then there is anger as is used in this verse. You 
may have a pain, or feeling of deep displeasure for the 
act of another. It may be against you, or it may not, but 
you are greatly displeased. Do not harbor that feeling, 
do not let it linger, lest a root of bitterness spring up 
in your heart and choke out the love of God. The verse 
says, “Be ye angry, and sin not.” If you harbor a feeling 
of displeasure long enough, it will produce sin. There-
fore, the latter part of the verse says, “... let not the sun 
go down upon your wrath.” Overcome the pain and 
displeasure; do not let it overcome you. 
 QUESTION: Is water baptism essential to salva-
tion? 
 ANSWER: Forgiveness of sins and cleansing from 
guilt does not come through water baptism but through 
repentance and faith. Therefore, water baptism is not 
essential to receiving the forgiveness of sins. But water 
baptism is plainly taught in the Scriptures. Therefore, 
it is the duty of all to be baptized. Willfully to refuse to 
do known duty on any line becomes sinful. Our sins are 
washed away in a figure only in baptism. The cleansing 
in reality is wrought by the power of God, not by any 
external element. Baptism should not be neglected. 
 QUESTION: “For it is easier for a camel to go through 
a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God” (Luke 18:25). Can you explain that 
verse?

 ANSWER: This was a figure of speech used by Jesus 
to illustrate the extreme difficulty of a rich person 
attaining salvation.
 One idea that has been suggested is a small gate in 
a large gate where the camel would have to be stripped 
of its load, get down on its knees and crawl through the 
small, narrow gate. I was shown such a gate on my first 
Bible Land tour in 1967. However, Nelson’s Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary says, “This claim is unsupported by 
historical evidence.”
 What we do know is, Jesus said that God’s power 
was so great that a rich man could be saved if he met 
Bible conditions. 
 QUESTION: “Let the dead bury their dead” (Mat-
thew 8:22). Does it mean a Christian must not attend 
a burial? 
 ANSWER: Jesus was not teaching that it was wrong 
to attend a burial. He was teaching that the temporal 
affairs of life should be taken care of by those who were 
not called to preach the gospel. Those who were called 
to preach the gospel were to give themselves to that 
task. 

OUT OF BOX 88
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
 Thank you so much for The Way of Truth. I really enjoy 
the paper so much. I like the Questions and Answers. They 
have helped me. ... I am sending an offering.
    —L. E., Kentucky

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
 I continue to absorb the wonderful messages in The Way 
of Truth. Since there is no church in my area that preaches 
the messages as does Bro. Tyler, Bro. Craig, and the others, 
my gratitude for your messages and sermons on the Internet 
feed my soul. ... Bless your continuing labor of love and God’s 
work.
    —S. M., Indiana

Dear Saints,
 Greetings in the name of our Lord Christ Jesus, who saved 
me by His grace through faith in Him. Before being saved, I 
was a lost sinner living in spiritual darkness as a member of 
the — church. The void in my heart could never be filled with 
ceremonies, rituals, or sacraments. During my search for truth, 
the Lord Jesus found me and showed me the way through His 
Word, the Bible, and the writings of true Christians.
 Thank you for sending me your helpful magazine. It has 
helped me to grow in “the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints” (Jude 3). The road is narrow that leads to life, 
and not many can find it. Enclosed is an offering for your 
ministry.
    —A. M., Maine

Dear Brethren,
 I continue to enjoy your wonderful magazine, and I pass 
it on. I love walking with the Lord and love Philippians 4:19: 
“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.”
    —D. M., Pennsylvania 
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THE LIFE 
GOD 

GAVE US
Radio Message by 

Bro. James Arch

  WILL BE reading for the devotional part of our 
service today from the 17th chapter of the book of 
Acts, verses 24 and 25: “God that made the world 

and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 
Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he 
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, 
and all things.” I would like to speak to you on the 
thought of, “The Life God Gave Us.”
 If you’ll look into the First book of Genesis, you’ll 
see the creation story there. You’ll see where God said, 
“Let there be,” and this and that were done during the 
creation. It tells us that God made the heaven and the 
earth. It also tells us that He made the light. Think 
about that for a few minutes. He created the waters on 
the dry land. He created the grass, the herbs, and the 
fruit trees. He made the sun and the moon and the 
stars. He made the whales, the birds, the cattle, etc.
 Then we find God’s masterpiece of creation. “And 
God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them” (Genesis 1: 26, 27). 
“And God saw every thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). “And the Lord 
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living soul” (Genesis 2:7). There we find briefly a record 
of the creation and God’s masterpiece, mankind.
 Inside of us, there is a soul or a spirit that is account-
able to God. He made us that way. Thank God that we 
have One we can look to whenever we get into problems 
that we can’t handle ourselves. There is One bigger 
than us. David said, “When my heart is overwhelmed: 
lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” So it is good 
to pause sometimes and reflect on God’s wonderful gift 
to us, the gift of life. It’s a one-time journey. We all know 
that. For some, it’s short; for others, it’s very long. 
Regardless of how long it might be, it is still very short 
compared to eternity.
 Life has its negative side. Of course, we all know 
that. Although it’s real, we don’t always have to dwell 
on the negative. The negative side is a reality. We’re 
subject to ailments. We suffer. Some people suffer a lot; 

some people suffer little. There are a lot of people in 
this world today who are suffering untold misery. It’s 
almost unbelievable to the human family. Yes, that’s a 
fact. It’s not without its problems. Think about the man, 
Job. He was called a patient man. He lost everything 
he had—his property, his children, his land, his cattle, 
his sheep. Then, Job lost his health, but he kept his 
eyes on God through all of his problems. Job said, 
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” Thank 
God, Job never failed God, and He brought him out of 
those problems. God blessed him more in the latter part 
of his life than in the beginning.
 There are many who struggle to make ends meet. 
Some have lost their income. Some haven’t seen an 
income for a long, long time in some parts of this world. 
There are probably some here in Cayman now who don’t 
have an income. These are real problems that’s facing 
real people. There are martial and family problems 
existing like never before in the world today. It’s real. 
There are conflicts. People are unable to get along with 
one another. There are countries battling one with the 
other. There are some who allow bitterness to take root 
in their hearts, which disrupts their lives. That’s not a 
pleasant thing to deal with. People develop bad habits. 
Some never get out of them. Some die in those hab-
its.
 We have the ugly side of nature that causes untold 
pain and suffering as well. There are floods. We hear 
about earthquakes, fires, tsunamis, and cyclones. There 
are wars and rumors of wars. These things are there, 
all so real and present. That’s the negative side of life, 
of course. Sometimes when we get up, we feel pain and 
can hardly get around. Sometimes the pain goes away. 
Thank God that it does go away.
 There is also a positive side to life. Thank God, we 
can always dwell on that as well. Life is a mystery. The 
mastermind of God—the creation and life. The psalm-
ist David said, “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that 
my soul knoweth right well.” God gave us, the family 
of man, the ability to exercise the intellect. Man is an 
intellectual being, a moral, a physical, and a spiritual 
being. Man is able to think, invent, and to explore. He 
is able to see, taste, and smell. All of these things are 
a gift from this great, almighty God. What a mighty 
God! No wonder that old songwriter wrote the beauti-
ful song—
 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,
 Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made;
 I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
 Thy power throughout the universe displayed!

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
 How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
 How great thou art, how great thou art!
 God has given mankind the ability to love and to 
share life with someone else. He has given the power 
to choose. We choose our course in life. We take the 
course. Whatever path we take, we suffer the conse-
quences for the wrong choices as well.
 Think about the provision that God made for us. He 
gave mankind this beautiful world to take care of and 
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to enjoy. We’re only stewards. I say to the church in 
George Town all the time that we really don’t enjoy the 
creative world enough. We really don’t spend enough 
time looking at the wonders of God. Look at the full 
moon sometimes; look at the wonders of God in the 
heavens. David said, “... which thou hast ordained.” 
Then David wondered. He was appalled that God would 
be so considerate of mankind: “What is man, that thou 
art mindful of him?” God is mindful of us. Yes, He’s 
mindful of all our situations.
 Look at the beautiful trees, the beautiful animals 
and their colors, the beautiful mountains, hills, valleys, 
and rivers. Look at these magnificent trees that grow 
for thousands of years. Look at the beautiful color 
scheme of nature. We really don’t appreciate God enough 
and His wonderful power to do these things.
 God gave us the beautiful family plan. The Bible 
says, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall 
be one flesh.” What a plan! This great God designed 
that wonderful plan.
 God also provided the redemptive plan so that we 
didn’t have to remain in our old, sinful vile condition, 
but we could get out of that kind of a life and live a new 
life. The prophet Isaiah said, “All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
 Jesus paid it all,
 All to Him I owe;
 Sin had left a crimson stain,
 He washed it white as snow.
 God has given us the opportunity to really make a 
change, to change our lives. It’s up to us to make that 
choice and that decision in life. The provision was made, 
but we must make the choice. We must decide to listen 
to the still, small voice of God, and to respond to that 
still, small voice when He calls. Jesus said, “I am the 
door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out, and find pasture. The thief cometh 
not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am 
come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.”
 God has given us the opportunity to walk with Him 
while we’re here and to enjoy a life that is hid in Christ. 
Enjoy the Christian life! It’s a wonderful life when you 
know the Lord is with you, and you know your sins 
have been washed away in the blood of the Lamb. Your 
slate has been wiped clean. What could be more reward-
ing to a human being than to know that?
 David said, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my 
soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou 
preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup run-
neth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever.” This means God has given us the 
opportunity to prepare for even a better place than this 
world. Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many 

mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
 God has given us one life. It’s up to us to make the 
best use of this one life. You see, we get out of life what 
we put into it. We can stay down or come up. We can 
enjoy it or it can be a life of misery. Whatever we 
choose, we have the mastery of that choice. May the 
Lord help us to make the best of that one life He has 
given us. Life is like a spring. It’s wound up and it 
winds down. Life is for a time and then we move on 
to another land. 
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THE

CHILDREN’S

CORNER
DO YOU LOVE ME?

A Bible Lesson by Sis. Rebecca Bland

 “I have a job for you,” said my mother. “Put on your 
sweater, and come outside with me.”
 It was a breezy spring morning, and the sun shone 
brightly. I ran to the coat closet to find my sweater. “Do 
I have to wear shoes?” I called to my mother. “Can’t I 
just go barefoot?”
 “No,” said my mother. “It’s not warm enough yet to 
go barefoot. You’ll catch a cold.”
 My mother stood at the kitchen door, a basketful of 
wet laundry in her arms. She nodded her head toward 
the porch. “There’s a bucket of clothespins out there on 
the porch,” she said. “Bring them along. Then when we 
get out there, I want you to hand me clothes and clothes-
pins so I can get these things hung up faster. I have a 
lot to do today. I don’t want to spend all morning hang-
ing up clothes.”
 I hurried to keep up with my mother’s long steps 
as she walked toward the clothesline. My mother was 
a bundle of energy every day, but especially on Saturday 
mornings. She did not like to be kept waiting.
 “First the washcloths,” said my mother, as she set 
the laundry basket on the grass. Already she had two 
washcloths in her hands, pinning them to the line. 
“Hand them to me quick—one clothespin and one wash-
cloth at a time. When we get to the towels, I’ll need two 
clothespins.”
 For the next little while, there was no talking—only 
the sound of my mother snapping out washcloths and 
towels, and the sound of my feet running through the 
grass to keep up with my mother’s quick pace. In a few 
moments, however, I became aware of another sound. 
From down at the edge of the woods below the garden 
I could hear the raucous calls of some large black birds 
that flew from treetop to treetop.
 “What are those big black birds down there?” I asked 
my mother as I handed her the last towel. She pinned 
the towel to the line and then took a few steps toward 
the woods, shading her eyes from the bright sunshine 
in order to see the birds more clearly. After a moment 
she began to smile.
 “Listen to this,” she said. She cupped her hands 
around her mouth and called to the birds. “Do you love 
me?” she asked them.
 There was a pause, and then the birds called back 
to her. “Unh-uh!” they said. “Unh-uh!”
 I was astounded. “They answered you!” I said. I 
thought for a moment. “Would they answer me?” I asked 
her.
 “Try it and see,” my mother said with a grin.
 I called as loudly as my small voice would allow—
“Do you love me?”

 I waited for a moment. Sure enough, the big black 
birds answered. “Unh-uh!” they said. “Unh-uh!”
 “They don’t love me, either!” I said to my mother in 
surprise. “They don’t love you or me! Why not?”
 She laughed. “You don’t really think they under-
stood what we asked, do you?” she said. “It’s just their 
call. They can’t help what it sounds like.” She laughed 
again. “Ever since I was a little girl, I have asked the 
old fish crows if they loved me. They’ve always said, 
‘Unh-uh!’ ”
 As the years went by, I asked the crows from time 
to time if they loved me. Their answer never changed. 
“Unh-uh!” they said. They said the same thing to my 
little sisters when I pointed out the big black birds to 
them.
 The fish crows didn’t hurt my feelings with their 
callous answer, because I knew they didn’t mean what 
it sounded like they were saying.
 In real life, I was surrounded by love. I knew that 
if I asked my mother, my father, my sisters, or my 
grandmothers if they loved me, the answer would be, 
“Yes!”
 Even more importantly, I knew that God loved me. 
Our wise saying this month comes from Proverbs 8:17, 
which says, I love them that love me; and those that 
seek me early shall find me. Proverbs 8 is a beautiful 
chapter about the eternal love and wisdom of God, our 
Father. We may sometimes meet people who do not 
show us love. We may be treated unkindly or unfairly 
by them. But we can always count on God to love us.
 In Matthew 5:45 we read where Jesus, in describing 
our loving heavenly Father, said, “He maketh his sun 
to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 
on the just and on the unjust.” From these words of 
Jesus, we learn that God is good to everyone, even to 
those who do not serve Him.  
 But if we do not love and obey God, we cannot truly 
be His friends. If we are not friends of God, then we 
are His enemies. Do any of us want to be enemies of 
God? Certainly not! He is almighty and all powerful. 
More than anything else in the world, we should want 
to be on His side, and to be His friend!
 The promise in Proverbs 8:17 is a wonderful one, 
especially for children. Do you know what it means to 
seek God early? It means to seek Him when you are 
young. It means to become His friend while you are 
still a child. He has promised that even children who 
search for Him will find Him. 
 Children, determine today that you will seek for 
God with all of your heart. He has promised to be your 
loving friend if you will be His.

Activity
 There was a Bible character who loved God so much 
that he was called “The Friend of God.” Do you know 
who that was? (HINT: The answer may be found in 
James 2.)

Answer to Last Month’s Activity
 “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness hath shined in our hearts …” (II Corinthians 
4:6.)
 “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” 
(I John 1:5b).
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 “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God …” (Acts 
26:18a).
 “That was the true Light which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world” (John 1:9).
 “... because the darkness is past and the true light 
now shineth” (I John 2:8b). 

WHAT SANCTIFICATION 
WILL DO

By the late Max R. Gaulke

 “This is the will of God, even your sanctification” 
(I Thessalonians 4:3).

HE PASSAGE of Scripture from which this text 
is taken fits the inner work of holiness called 
sanctification against its far antithesis, fornica-

tion—sanctification being God’s will for man. Sanctifi-
cation and fornication are the two opposites of morality. 
Sanctification lifts one a step beyond mere morality; he 
is holy, obeying through the inward work of the Holy 
Spirit the Lord’s injunction, “Be ye holy even as I am 
holy.” We thus construe that the full meaning of the 
work of the Holy Spirit is to sanctify and make a clean 
people, a pure Christianity, to glorify the Lord. No 
Christian can be said to be complete in Christ until he 
is entirely sanctified. I wish to point out some things 
that holiness of heart does for a person, so that you 
may know whether or not you are sanctified and that 
you may more clearly discern the purpose of this rich 
experience of grace. The Holy Spirit wills to sanctify. 
What happens when he has his way?

I. HE PURIFIES THE MIND AND HEART
 “That ye should abstain from fornication.” Abstain 
not only from the act, but even from the desire toward 
impurity.
 Jesus said that adultery is not merely the guilt of 
unrightful acts toward the other sex; it consists in wrong 
thoughts toward them. Lust, said Jesus, is sin. James 
observed that lust is the seed which conceives the sin: 
“When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” The mind, 
you see, is the reservoir of the soul. Lust takes two 
forms: “The lust of the eye, and the lust of the flesh.” 
The lusting eye leads to the lusting flesh. Behold how 
this vermin of lust covers the world with its hateful 
deeds! The Christian is to be lifted out of this morass 
by a supernatural work of sanctifying grace which 
removes the lust, preventing the sin.
 The sanctified mind is not immune to thoughts of 
evil, but it has the power to repel such thoughts and 
to lift its thinking out of gutter levels. ... It was after 
the prodigal began to think up that he had in him an 
urge to get up. In a certain sense, we think ourselves 
into either hell or heaven. “Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall 
be filled.” If you have difficulty keeping your mind in 
elevating channels, you ought to seek the Holy Spirit 

in a second, definite, cleansing experience of super-
natural grace.

II. SANCTIFICATION CORRECTS AND 
STRENGTHENS OUR TEMPERS

 Someone has described the temperamental person 
as being 95 percent temper and 5 percent mental. Quite 
an accurate definition, too, I would say; for the person 
given to temper is temporarily out of his right mind 
and is controlled by a subhuman, submental power, or 
by a supernormal power. The Holy Spirit will cleanse 
all our tempers, creating within the soul a poise that 
no mere culture or education or human refinement 
could ever produce.
 “Are you impatient under trial, fretful when chided, 
angry when injured, vain when flattered, unkind when 
neglected? Are you subject to discontent, to ambition, 
to selfishness? Are you worldly, covetous, vain? Beware! 
these are sediments of the old nature,” says Bishop 
Foster. The Holy Spirit corrects all tendencies that are 
unchristian or sub-Christian and strengthens all tem-
pers that are Christian. He knows the slightest weak-
ness and is prepared to renew and strengthen it by his 
mighty, indwelling presence. He guards, girds, and 
guides. He guards our very thoughts, bringing them 
“into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” He girds the 
soul in every temptation, making a way of escape. He 
guides into all truth the Christian needs to know to 
make him free.
 But if the Holy Spirit is to do this continuous cleans-
ing work, the Christian must subject himself to the 
divine schooling. It is unfortunate that professing 
Christians are so often guilty of closing their eyes to 
their want of grace. They observe inward evils and yet 
go right on professing a high state of grace. It is much 
better to humble oneself under the mighty hand of God 
that he may lift one up. Self-elevation will spell defeat, 
but divine elevation means success.

III. THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES A KEENER 
SENSE OF WHAT IS WRONG

 The sanctified person has an abhorrence of sin which 
makes him flee evil as he would shun a pest house. He 
gets no joy out of contemplating sinful pleasures. His 
sentiment is: “You may have all the world; give me 
Jesus.” And he means it! He does not leave off worldly 
amusements out of a sense of duty or because the 
preacher has spoken against such things, but because 
his heart is not there and he follows the line of his 
treasure, which is in heaven. The kingdom of God is 
his sole pursuit. It is natural for him to do so, and not 
a forced obedience to outlined discriminations. He now 
cannot bear the sub-Christian clubs and the society of 
worldly people. The set of his soul is contrary.
 The sanctified person is sensitive to the little things 
in his own conduct that are offensive to God and man. 
He is not looking for the mistakes of others so much as 
to conform himself to the dictates of the Holy Spirit. 
His tendency is now to confess his own faults to the 
brethren and not be confessing the faults of others to 
everyone else. In his habits, his dress, his speech, and 
even his mannerisms, he is aware of the movements of 
the Spirit directing and correcting him.

T
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IV. SANCTIFICATION PUTS A WILLINGNESS 
AND A JOY INTO DUTY

 Is Christian duty a real joy or an irksome labor? 
The answer to that question will indicate the extent of 
one’s yielding unto God. Holiness makes the machinery 
of the church run smoothly and spontaneously. Each 
person does his part without bribing or prodding from 
the pastor. The scriptural commands to “praise the 
Lord,” “pray everywhere,” and “go ye into all the world,” 
are joyous benedictions, and not hard commands. The 
response to divine truth is hearty and voluntary.
 Jesus planned for his disciples to be happy amidst 
unhappiness: “These things have I spoken unto you ... 
that your joy might be full.” John 15 is a treatise on 
the dynamic of sanctification. ... Are you happy in the 
Lord’s work? Joy will lighten every load. ...

V. SANCTIFICATION CARRIES ITS OWN 
ASSURANCE

 To the question, “What is the proof that one is sanc-
tified?” I would say that beyond the faith and the love 
which accompany the Spirit’s coming, one will have a 
divine conviction and assurance that the work is done. 
A prevalent idea is: “Profess that you are sanctified, 
and you will be.” In other words, declare an untruth 
and it will become true! Preposterous! Bible evidence 
is never a matter of profession. Bible evidence is a 
conviction based upon clear and unmistaken obedience 
to the Word of God. 

VI. SANCTIFICATION GIVES POWER
 Lastly, and of necessity, sanctification fills with 
power. ... The cleansing element is very real in the 
function of the Holy Spirit. Otherwise the power cannot 
flow in. ... “Pentecost is not a spiritual luxury; it is an 
utter necessity for human living. The human spirit fails 
unless the Holy Spirit fills.” “This is the will of God, 
even your sanctification.” 
  —Condensed and reprinted from the book, The 
Holy Spirit, compiled by Warren C. Roark

Blessings, dear Young People!
    What a blessing it is to be a 
Christian! To be able to turn to the 
Lord for all of our needs and cares 
is a precious privilege. Do not let 
the enemy make you forget all of 
the benefits of serving our Lord. 
He will try to distract you, discour-
age you, and scare you, but we 

have a POWERFUL weapon in the Bible.
 Our Young People’s leader, Bro. Doug Shenberger, 
and his wife, Sis. Julie, are encouraging the young 
people in our local congregation to build up their arse-
nal of Bible verses. I would encourage you to do the 
same. Exercise your faith by claiming verses and real-
ize that God gave them to YOU personally. He knew 
that you would need them. Stand on them. Fight the 
enemy with them.
 This month’s article is written by our dear Sis. 
Charlie Richards. She is a lady of God and someone I 
admire. May the Lord bless her for all of her efforts!
 May the Lord bless you, protect you, and prosper 
you in His work!
    In Christian Love,
    Sis. Crystal Gossard

DOORS—CLOSED AND OPEN
By Sis. Charnita Richards

 Here are two questions to consider:
 First, what does it mean when a door is closed?
 And second, is there more than one way to knock 
on a door?
 What does it mean when a door is closed?
 I would say, if a door is closed it could 
mean several things. If it’s an outside 
door, well, then someone has just been 
trained to shut the door after him. 
Maybe no one is home and the door is 
shut and locked. If it’s an inside door, 
it may mean something a bit different. 
Maybe someone wants privacy. It could 
mean DON’T come in! 
 An open door, on the other hand, is wel-
coming. Is there more than one way to knock on a door? 
There is for sure! 
 One of the little girls that I watch has a police offi-
cer for a daddy. Usually when my parents pick up or 
drop off, I am watching for them and meet them at the 
door. This particular time I was not, so he needed to 
knock. It was the loudest knock my door has ever known. 
The sound thundered through my house. It sounded as 
though he was knocking with frustration or irritation. 
From the sound of his knock, I expected to see an 
annoyed face when I opened the door. But no, there he 
stood, smiling as usual. The funny thing was, he didn’t 
even take note of it. To him, it was just a normal knock. 
I suppose years of working in the police force has caused 
his need of being heard at the door to amplify his 
rap.
 When my boys knock on the door, trying to get in 
each other’s bedrooms, not only is the knock loud and 

VIEW OUR WORSHIP SERVICES LIVE!
 As many of our readers know, we can be 
found on the internet at 

www.wayoftruth.org 

where in addition to reading past issues and 
other information, you can view our general 
services every Sunday LIVE at 10:40 A.M. and 
6:00 P.M. E.S.T. Enjoy Spirit-filled singing and 
preaching. Also, our mid-week service at 7:00 
P.M. Wednesdays is aired live. There is a chatroom 
where you can interact with us and share your 
prayer requests.

 Tune in and worship with us!
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 “Of course not,” said Annette.
 “Then how do you get rid of the dark?”
 “I pull back the shutters, of course, and then the 
light comes in!”
 “But what happens to the dark?”
 “I don’t know, it just goes when the light comes!”
 “That is just what happens when you ask the Lord 
Jesus to come in,” said Grandmother. “He is love, and 
when love comes in, hatred and selfishness and unkind-
ness will give way to it, just as the darkness gives way 
when you let in the sunshine. To try to chase it out 
alone would be like trying to chase the shadows out of 
a dark room. It would be a waste of time.”
 Now, of course this example was referring to some-
one letting Christ into his heart to receive salvation, 
but as I read this to the boys, I couldn’t help but apply-
ing this beautiful illustration to a Christian’s heart as 
well.
 This is what I mean …
 I mentioned that there are times when someone 
knocks quietly, gently. What does it sound like when 
Jesus knocks? I would say His knocks are unobtrusive  
and soft. They are meant to let us know that He’d like 
to come in, but tender so as not to seem obnoxious.
 As when we initially opened our heart’s door and 
allowed God to abide in our hearts, I think there are 
times when He continues to knock. Not to offer salva-
tion, for unless we sin, He never leaves us. But I think 
He knocks at our heart’s door in an effort to spend more 
time with us. To help us through our difficulties, our 
rough spots. He knocks because He wants to sit and 
commune with us. But His knocks are quiet. We have 
to listen for them. 
 I once had a director that often told us that she had 
an “open door policy.” That’s a familiar term. She meant 
by that, that whether she was busy or not, we were 
welcome to stop by and talk to her. She never SHUT 
her door … she was approachable. 
 We want to have an open door policy with our heav-
enly Father. May He never get a closed door impression 
from us. 
 Sometimes we are tempted to allow ourselves to 
entertain negative thoughts, to have pity for ourselves, 
feel depression, or to give thought to feelings of anger 
or frustration. Anger and frustration, although normal 
to deal with, are miserable feelings.   
 Referring to the book again:
 “Annette did not yet know that the person who hears 
the Lord Jesus knocking, and shuts Him out, is also 
shutting out happiness.”
 I know we never intend to shut our Lord out of our 
hearts or minds, but I would just encourage us to be 
sure we never miss the opportunity to invite Him in to 
sit and visit with us. Not merely when we are kneeling 
in prayer and communicating with Him in our devo-
tions, but always. When His light fills our hearts, the 
dark feelings of discouragement, pity, and anger just 
go. There simply isn’t any room left for them. “To try 
to chase them out alone would be like trying to chase 
the shadows out of a dark room. It would be a waste of 
time.” 

persistent, but it may be accompanied by a demanding, 
body-pressing push against the door in an effort to get 
in, even if the person on the other side of the door clearly 
does not want a visitor.
 Then, there is the knock that wishes to let the one 
on the other side of the door know you would like to 
come in, but do not wish to disturb him. This is the 
knock I use when Brian is studying and I have to ask 
him a question. It’s a gentle, almost soundless tap. 
 This is the type of knock that best describes the 
knock of our Lord on our heart’s door. This gentle, almost 
soundless tap is one that we will be forever grateful 
that we answered. 
 Recently I was reading a story aloud to my boys. You 
may have read the book before yourself. The book is 
titled, “Treasures of the Snow,” by Patricia St. John.
 The setting is when the young girl, Annette, and 
her grandmother were having a conversation about 
forgiveness. Annette had much hatred in her heart for 
a neighbor boy, Lucien, who had been involved in an 
accident that left Annette’s young brother lame. In this 
conversation, Annette’s grandmother is trying to help 
Annette to see her need of God.
 “Grandmother, what does it mean when it says that 
Jesus knocks at the door of our hearts?” 
 “It means,” said Grandmother, laying down her 
knitting and giving Annette her whole attention, “that 
Jesus sees that your life is full of wrong things and 
dark thoughts. He came down and died on the cross so 
that He could be punished for all those wrong deeds 
and dark thoughts instead of you. Then He came back 
to life again so that He could come into your life and 
live in you, and turn out all those wrong thoughts, and 
put His good loving thoughts in you instead. It’s like 
someone knocking at the door of a dirty, dark, dusty 
house and saying, ‘If you will let me in I will take away 
the dust and the darkness and make it beautiful and 
bright.’ But remember, Jesus never pushes His way 
in—He only asks if He may come in. That is what 
knocking means. You have to say, ‘Yes, Lord Jesus, I 
need you and I want you to come and live in me.’ That’s 
what opening the door means.”
 Annette’s eyes were fixed on Grandmother. There 
was a long, long pause.
 Annette broke the silence.
 “But Grandmother,” she said, drawing her stool 
nearer and leaning against the old woman’s knee, “if 
you hated someone, you could not ask Jesus to come 
in, could you?”
 “If you hate someone,” said Grandmother, “it just 
shows how badly you need to ask Him to come in. The 
darker the room, the more it needs the light.”
 “But I couldn’t stop hating Lucien,” said Annette 
softly, fingering her long plaits thoughtfully.
 “No,” said Grandmother. “You’re quite right. None 
of us can stop ourselves thinking wrong thoughts, and 
it isn’t much good trying. But Annette, when you come 
down in the morning and find this room dark with the 
shutters closed, do you say to yourself, ‘I must chase 
away the darkness and the shadows first, and then I 
will open the shutters and let in the sun’? Do you waste 
time trying to get rid of the dark?”
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IS TITHING A DOCTRINE OF THE PAST?
By Bro. Winston Dagogo, Nigeria

“For our sakes, no doubt, this is written.”
—I Corinthians 9:10.

INTRODUCTION
 “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, 
and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed” (James 1:25). God’s Word is perfect. It has all the 
instructions for man to do. Nothing from without can 
with it compare. There is nothing burdensome in His 
perfect law of liberty (I John 5:3).
 Man must first hear God’s Word before he can do 
His work. If a man does that which is not in His Word, 
he may not be seen as doing God’s work. Therefore, let 
our eyes see and our ears hear only what Jesus has 
said or directed in the Scriptures and be blessed of Him, 
knowing that “him hath God the Father sealed.” No 
inspiration or revelation of the Holy Spirit is out of sync 
with the written Word.
 Eternal principles of righteousness are not deter-
mined by the opinions of men. They are ordained by 
God and declared in His Word for our obedience. It 
behooves us to diligently search the Scriptures with 
prayer, for therein are these principles made plain for 
us to obey.
 May God guide us as we look into the perfect law 
of liberty for that which is written for our sakes, that 
we might be doers of His Word and be blessed of 
Him.

PATRIARCHAL EXAMPLES
 The right answer to this question should be pre-
mised on what the tithe is and how it came about. A 
clear mention of tithe was first mentioned in Genesis 
14:20—“And he gave him tithes of all.”
 The occasion was the meeting of Melchizedek, King 
of Salem, and prince of the most high God, with Abram 
the Hebrew at his return from the slaughter of the 
confederate kings. Melchizedek brought bread and wine 
to Abram at his victory over the four kings, and Abram 
gave tithes of all (Genesis 14:18-20). “And he gave him 
tithes of all” would mean that Abram gave him all tithes 
of all the spoils he made of the four kings of Elam, 
Goiim, Shinar, and Ellasar.
 How much of the spoils made of the kings was this 
tithe given to Melchizedek? Here again we appeal to 
the Word of God for a clarification of what made the 
tithe. “To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; 
first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and 
after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; 
Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even 
the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils” 
(Hebrews 7:2, 4).
 By the above scripture, we understand that the tithe 
was a tenth (one-tenth) of all the spoils (gains) made 
of the four kings by Abraham. By what law did Abra-
ham give the tenth to Melchizedek? No, not by any 
written law, but by the law of righteousness by faith 
(Romans 4:11-13; Philippians 3:9) “written in their 
hearts” (Romans 2:14, 15), for the written law was 

hundreds of years yet future. Years after, in the third 
generation from Abraham, Jacob vowed the tenth to 
God saying, “And of all that thou shalt give me I will 
surely give the tenth unto thee” (Genesis 28:22). The 
tenth Abraham gave to Melchizedek, the prince of the 
most high God, and the tenth vowed to God by Jacob 
are enough evidence that the tithe was a normal righ-
teous practice in the patriarchal age. Jacob’s vow to 
“surely give the tenth” would suggest an act of reforma-
tion from a neglected duty on the part of the doer, and 
the specific mention of “the tenth” shows that it was 
an age long practice common to them, an obligation.
 The righteous practice of tithing or honoring the 
Lord with His separated portion existed before the time 
of Abraham. Of the firstlings of Abel, the late John A. 
Vance remarked thus: “Doubtless, Adam and Eve 
warned their boys of the danger of not acknowledging 
God’s ownership and right to a portion of His created 
substance. At least, Abel ‘brought of the firstlings of his 
flock and of the fat thereof ’ (Genesis 4:4). The firstling 
of the flock which Abel brought to the Lord, according 
to Leviticus 27:26-30 was the tithe. ‘Cain brought of 
the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord’ (Gen-
esis 4:3). The Word doesn’t say what kind of an offering 
Cain brought unto the Lord, but the fruit of the ground. 
But Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of the flock. 
The Lord was not pleased with Cain’s offering, though 
He was pleased with Abel’s offering, because he offered 
the ‘firstling’ or the tithe.”
 We observe from Jacob’s vow to “surely give the 
tenth” and Abel’s offering of the firstlings that the 
righteous practice of honoring God with His separated 
portion had its beginning in the Garden of Eden. 

THE TENTH
 The tenth then is the separated portion for the Lord 
in our earnings which we ought not to appropriate to 
ourselves but carefully give to the Lord. The tenth 
betokens the Lord’s ownership and right to a portion 
of His created substance allowed into our custody. 
Consequently, our voluntary submission as humble 
stewards in trust to give the separated portion to the 
Owner is exceptionally inevitable. We cannot do other-
wise when we have the scripture that says, “Now con-
sider how great this man was, unto whom even the 
patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils” 
(Hebrews 7:4). This scripture says, in part, that the 
outstanding greatness of Melchizedek came to the fore 
when Abraham, the father of all them that believe 
(Romans 4:19; Galatians 3:29), submitted to honor him 
with the tenth. This example of Abraham so strikingly 
appeals to the heart for compliance than to neglect it. 
With humble submission to the Lord, we should be 
truthful and sincere enough to leave this predetermined 
portion of our earnings for the Lord. Freewill offerings 
and liberalities are not predetermined. “Every man 
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give.” And any man gives (offers) as he feels led by the 
Lord. But the Lord’s separated portion is predetermined, 
you do not make adjustments to it. Having honored the 
Lord with His separated portion (the tenth), we can now 
from our own portion (the remainder) give as we pur-
poseth in our hearts.
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THE LAW WRITTEN IN THE HEART
 The giving of the tenth to the Lord was an act of 
righteousness by faith, and therefore an obligation to 
every true worshiper of God. It was therefore com-
manded in the written law, along with other religious 
principles for obedience. See Romans 3:21, 22. The Bible 
accounts that “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness” (Romans 4:3). The 
Bible still accounts that no man can believe God except 
He be first preached to man. See Romans 10:4. It is 
therefore true that Abraham believed God at the instance 
of the gospel preached to him before the giving of the 
law of Moses. See Galatians 3:8. And he who believed 
God by the gospel, paid tithes to Melchizedek. So we 
conclude that the gospel is the law, “the Word of Faith,” 
written in the heart of man by the Holy Spirit which 
brings forth “the righteousness which is of faith.” See 
Romans 10:6, 8.
 Obedience or disobedience to God has always been 
first from the heart of man, for that is where the law 
(Word of Faith) is written. See Luke 6:45; Romans 10:10. 
This is true, even of the heathens, as we find in the 
reply of King Abimelech when he said, “Lord, wilt thou 
slay also a righteous nation? Said he not unto me, She 
is my sister? and she, even she herself said, He is my 
brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of 
my hands have I done this. And God said unto him in 
a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integ-
rity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning 
against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her” 
(Genesis 20:4-6). The heathen king knew it was wrong 
to take a neighbor’s wife, and pleaded with the Lord 
that he took Abraham’s wife in the integrity of his heart 
and innocency of his hands, because both Abraham and 
Sarah told him that she was his sister. That was long 
before the written law “thou shalt not covet thy neigh-
bour’s wife” was given. See Romans 2:14, 15. Now when 
“the handwriting of ordinances” vanished away, the 
righteous principle to not “covet thy neighbour’s wife” 
which was written in the heart, REMAINED. And even 
Jesus taught, “That whosoever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed adultery with her already 
in his heart.” As the law did not “vanish away” with 
the righteous principle to not “lust after evil things,” 
even so, the law left behind the righteous principle of 
the giving (payment) of the tenth to the Lord for our 
practice.
 But Jesus cautioned that it was not just enough to 
give the tenth as the Pharisees, but that it should be 
given from the heart that has first surrendered to Him 
in “judgment, mercy, and faith.” (A heart touched by 
the gospel Abraham received.) Matthew 23:23. See also 
Zechariah 8:16, 17; 7:9, 10. Now if the unrighteous 
heart of the Pharisees devoid of the weightier matters 
of the law could give the tenth, “what doth hinder” the 
saints of the present dispensation from this righteous 
service to the Lord? Since the Lord did not annul the 
payment of tithe in His rebuke to the Pharisees, but 
demanded that it be paid in conjunction with “judgment, 
mercy, and faith” in the heart, all of which are of the 
righteous principles, whosoever is a true worshiper 
should gladly obey the Lord’s injunction. It is His strong 
request.

 No man makes any payment where he owes nothing 
or makes no commitment. Therefore, if the giving of 
the tenth be spoken of as payment (Hebrews 7:9), then 
of course any man who engages himself in a gainful 
commerce or transaction owes God the tenth. That 
therefore which he owes, he must pay, or he robs God. 
So Christians establish the law by faith in Jesus when 
we do that which the written law failed to enforce 
because of the weakness of the flesh. See Romans 3:21, 
22; 8:3, 4; Malachi 3:7. In the light of these and other 
scriptures bearing on the subject matter, may God’s 
grace prevail on us to let go the lame excuses which 
hitherto beclouded the proper understanding of the 
Lord’s injunction in Matthew 23:23.

THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS
 The weightier matters of the law have been “judg-
ment, mercy, and faith” which the Pharisees lacked in 
their hearts. The Pharisees emphasized “an outward 
form of religion without concentrating on holiness of 
life in the heart. Their high regard for the lesser and 
legal keeping of the law diverted their attention from 
the true holiness.” How is “judgment, mercy, and faith” 
weightier than the tithe? Is it not even as the fruits of 
a good tree that cannot stand on its own except the tree 
be planted by the rivers of water? And no man cuts off 
the roots of the good tree and still expects the fruits in 
his season. But when the roots of the tree penetrate 
deeper into the soil, it “shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever 
he doeth shall prosper.” Even so, the “tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin” cannot stand alone or on its own 
without the righteous principles of “judgment, mercy, 
and faith” abiding in the heart. We either are given to 
be the good tree by the rivers of water and bring forth 
the fruits (tithing, along with the weightier matters) 
in his season, or stand on our carnal judgment and be 
dried up.
 We may better understand Matthew 23:23 when 
Paul wrote: “Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have 
the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and 
all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I 
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have 
not charity, it profiteth me nothing” (I Corinthians 
13:1-3). A man may so exhibit all the distinctive gifts 
or characteristics, as enumerated in the above verses 
of scripture, without charity abiding in the heart and 
become vain before the Lord. But the one whose man-
ifestation of the gifts issues from a heart bedded with 
charity meets the mark and is rewarded of the Lord. 
In this way is charity “weightier” and the sustainer of 
the gifts. Charity then is the good tree which bears all 
the gifts of I Corinthians 13:1-3. Without the root of 
charity, the exhibition of the distinctive gifts does not 
have nourishment of the Lord and are withered within, 
though outwardly garnished. The same is true of the 
weightier matters of the law “judgment, mercy, and 
faith” which from the Lord’s teaching is the root and 
sustainer of the tithe of “mint and anise and cummin.” 
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existing order when He said, “It hath been said”; “But 
I say unto you” as in Matthew 5, but He did not say 
anything about tithing in this connection. It is observed 
also that neither Paul nor any of the New Testament 
writers gave a hint of its annulment in this dispensa-
tion. Of a truth, we find tithes and offerings on equal 
authority in I Corinthians 9. It is therefore discourag-
ing to observe the supposed replacement of tithes by a 
verbal “we give our all to God” that is neither the law 
nor the gospel. “For our sakes [for our practice], this is 
written,” says Paul. We have no notice of Paul suggest-
ing some other ways of revenue in the Church of God, 
but simply reminded the Corinthian brethren of the 
order that had long been put in place.
 Paul, having previously ordered the Corinthians for 
the contributions to the Judean brethren, pleaded with 
the Macedonian brethren for the same purpose the fol-
lowing year. Paul informed the Corinthians of the very 
positive response of the Macedonian churches, who in 
spite of their poverty and the harsh economic times 
they faced, had made ready some reasonable donations 
for the Christians in Judea. He tried by this informa-
tion to encourage the Corinthians, who had begun a 
year earlier to make their contributions ready, having 
highly commended them to the Macedonians on the 
issue. In order for them to make bountiful contributions 
to prove his boasting of them to the Macedonians, he 
sent some brethren to them in advance that they might 
make their contributions ready. See II Corinthians 9:1-
7. Paul’s plea and encouragement in II Corinthians 8 
and 9 were aimed at making a bountiful relief for the 
saints in Judea. It cannot be proven that there were no 
tithes and offerings in the churches prior to the “order” 
for the collection for the saints in Judea. The apostles 
and other workers of the churches derived their support 
from the tithes and offerings as they devoted their full 
time to the gospel work. See I Corinthians 9:4-14. If 
any worshiper should decide not to tithe, so be it. But 
Paul did not give such a command or order, and no 
single scripture could be so cited. “For our sakes, this 
is written,” Paul affirmed. 

GIVING FOR THE SERVICE OF THE WORK 
 Freewill (voluntary) offering (Exodus 25:2) and 
liberality (generosity, Numbers 7:3-5) have long been 
in practice before the New Testament age. It was not 
peculiar to the churches in Macedonia and Achaia, 
neither did it start originally with those churches. 
Apostle Paul, while encouraging the Gentile church 
to give reasonably for the famine victims, would make 
conceptual references to the Old Testament on the 
issue. In their service to God, they of the Old Testa-
ment times did “bring much more than enough for the 
service of the work, which the Lord commanded to 
make. And Moses gave commandment, and they caused 
it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, Let 
neither man nor woman make any more work for the 
offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained 
from bringing. For the stuff they had was sufficient 
for all the work to make it, and too much” (Exodus 
36:5-7). While they gave so freely for the service of the 
work (I Chronicles 29:6-9), they also paid the tithes. 
These two (tithes and offerings) were the sources of 
revenue to the Church in the wilderness, and even in 

Following Paul’s teaching, we may say, And though I 
give my tithes of mint and anise and cummin, and have 
not judgment, mercy, and faith in my heart, it profiteth 
me nothing. Paul was not emphasizing charity to the 
neglect of the gifts as listed, but that they should be 
the products of charity dwelling in the heart of the 
Christian. The same is true of the Lord’s rebuke to the 
Pharisees. Let the payment of tithes be the fruits of 
“judgment, mercy, and faith.” Jesus did not discount 
tithing, but placed it in its proper perspective. 

GIVING FOR THE SAINTS
 The “giving of our all to God” as claimed by some 
Christians today to the neglect of the tithe is neither 
the law nor the giving of the Church as in the early 
morning. Forbidding to tithe on the erroneous claim of 
“having consecrated our all for God’s work” is quite 
unscriptural. No man gives his all as it’s being claimed 
today. God, who sees our hearts, bears witness to the 
truth. No laborer surrenders his whole earnings to the 
Church and expects a distribution from a common fund 
for the upkeep of his household as in Acts 4. The Church 
at its commission in Jerusalem had all things common 
as led by the Holy Spirit. The few who did otherwise 
met their woeful end, and fear came upon all as the 
power of God was demonstrated in the embryonic 
Church. See Acts 4:32; 5:16. “And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither 
said any of them that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 
Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, 
and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 
And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribu-
tion was made unto every man according as he had 
need” (Acts 4:32, 34, 35). Yes, indeed, “they had all 
things common” to meet up with the demands of the 
rapidly growing population of the believers. But this 
measure was not to continue much longer with the 
growth and spread of the Church to other cities and 
localities as seen in the Scriptures.
 Paul’s “order” for the collection of the relief never 
could, and does not supersede the main order or system 
of revenue to the Church which has been tithes and 
offerings at any age. It was by the means of tithes and 
offerings that the mouth of the “ox that treaded out the 
corn” should not be muzzled. It was by this same means 
that “they which wait at the altar are partakers with 
the altar.” Hence, Paul insisted, “Doth God take care 
for oxen? Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For 
our sakes, no doubt, this is written ...” (I Corinthians 
9:9-14). Undoubtedly, therefore, that which “is written 
for our sakes” is not only the right of the apostles and 
workers to be supported by the Church, but also the 
right of the Church to pay the tithes, “that there may be 
meat in my house.” Tithing predates the written law 
which also commanded it, yet had been severely 
neglected over the ages with the resultant calls to 
repentance by the prophets. See Malachi 3:7-10.
 Jesus, the only Lawgiver, and who indeed “is the 
end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth,” did not give any intimation of its annulment 
in His teaching. The Lord would bring a change to an 
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the Promised Land. Their freewill offerings and liber-
ality did not restrict them from tithing as the tithes 
also never effaced the freewill offerings, for they are all 
“for the service of the work.” See II Chronicles 31:5, 6; 
I Corinthians 9:7-14.
 When Paul said, “For our sakes, no doubt, this is 
written,” the Corinthian church understood what he 
meant. It will not be to the interest of the gospel of 
Jesus if we should understand it differently, and the 
effects are glaring. The response of the Gentile Chris-
tians to Paul’s  appeal, and the encouragement by which 
they made the bountiful offerings, even beyond their 
power (II Corinthians 8:2, 3), is to the glory of God 
whose leading they obeyed to assist the suffering breth-
ren. Their liberality to the Judean brethren did not 
repeal the payment of tithes together with which the 
Church has been funded at all ages. There is no single 
hint in the Holy Scriptures to forego tithing, even in 
this our present time. May the Lord guide each heart 
to understand the Spirit of the letter.

CONCLUSION
 Jesus, while “upholding all things by the word of 
his power,” directed us to “search the scriptures.” And 
if we search, we shall find where it is written, “If I had 
not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: 
but now they have no cloak for their sin” (John 15:22). 
What He had thus spoken in Matthew 23:23 has the 
Father’s authority when He declared, “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.” By this 
heavenly declaration, may men cease from further 
attempts to hear what has not been said or directed by 
Jesus. It is better to obey what “is written for our sakes” 
than to find a faith on mere speculations of men. “For 
what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make 
the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God 
be true, but every man a liar” (Romans 3:3, 4a).
 May God help each and all. 
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COMING MEETINGS
2018 HONDURAS CONVENTION

Coxen Hole, Roatan
April 3-8, 2018, Lord willing

Sis. Ethlyn Soto, Host Pastor
 

2018 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
12819 Point Salem Rd.

Hagerstown, Maryland U.S.A. 
July 3-8, 2018, Lord willing

Bro. Alvin A. Craig, Host Pastor

REVIVAL SERVICES
Hagerstown, Maryland

April 3-8, 2018, Lord Willing
Bro. Terry Deville, Evangelist

Bro. Alvin A. Craig, Pastor
 

Essex, Maryland
April 17-22, 2018, Lord Willing
Bro. Raymond Martin, Evangelist

Bro. Doug Koerner, Pastor


Craigsville, West Virginia
May 1-6, 2018, Lord Willing

Bro. Doug Shenberger, Evangelist
Bro. Harley McClung, Pastor

ADD A NAME TO OUR MAILING LIST
 If you know of someone you feel would appre-
ciate this magazine, feel free to send us the name. 
Please make sure he/she wants it and it won’t be 
refused.
NAME       ______________________________________

ADDRESS  ______________________________________

        ______________________________________

CITY          ______________________________________

STATE        __________  ZIP ______________________

OUR  SERVICES  ON  CD’S 
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or money order to: The Way of Truth CD Ministry, P. O. Box 88, Hager-
stown, MD 21741-0088 U.S.A.
___ CD #880  What Wilt Thou Have Me to Do?—Rupert Shippy
___ CD #881  Having a Form of Godliness—Doug Shenberger
___ CD #882  Living in Peace—Brian Richards  
 ___ CD #883  A Cloud of Witnesses—G. E. Tyler
___ CD #884  Taking Life for Granted—G. E. Tyler
___ CD #885  No Condemnation—Paul Wilson
___ CD #886  Valuing Differences—Doug Shenberger
___ CD #887  The Saints in Light—Rebecca Bland
___ CD #888  Justification—G. E. Tyler
___ CD #889  Combating Evil—Brian Richards
___ CD #890  Sanctification—G. E. Tyler
___ CD #891  The Kingdom of God—Paul Wilson  


